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Longhouse Publishing is dedicated to preserving community history
through careful documentation, collaboration, and storytelling. 

St. Mary’s, The Legacy of an Indian Residential School brings together
64 accounts from 46 former students of the Mission residential school,
spanning the 1940s to the 1980s. The publication includes survivor
testimony, historical context, and archival photographs compiled over
decades of research, creating a documented record of lived
experience and community memory.

Mina: Memoirs of Her Granddaughter, Lethéyx̱ elwet shares the life
journey of Philomena Douglas Fraser (Lethéyx̱elwet), a Coast Salish
Elder from Cheam First Nation in British Columbia. Through personal
reflection and lived experience, she recounts her formative years, time
in residential school, family life, faith, travel, and teaching career. Her
memoir preserves intergenerational memory and cultural continuity.

Together, these publications serve as documented records of
community history and lived experience. They support education,
informed dialogue, and a deeper understanding of the legacy of
residential schools in British Columbia.
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Honouring the Former Students 
of St. Mary’s 

A list of those who courageously shared their lived experiences for this
publication.

Barbara Stewart
Ben Miller
Bill Williams
Chester Douglas
Clara Campbell
Daniel Manuel
Delivina Paul
Delores Jim
Edmund Louis
Eileen Thomas
Eleanor Rose Peters
Erma Campbell
Faye Peters
Frank Charlie
Geneva Kidd
Genevieve Douglas
George T. Antone
Grace Bobb
H. Casimir
Joe Aleck
Kenneth Ned
Laura Pierre Williams
Laura Purcell
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Laura Thevarge
Leslie Andrew
Lorena Peters
Marie Ganzeveld
Marlene Jack
Martina Pierre
Mary Ann Roberts
Mary Lou Sepass
Melvin Jack
Meredith Hourie
Philomena Douglas Fraser (Interviewer)
Peter James
Robert Campbell
Robert Wallace
Roberta Whiskeyjack
Ronny Lester
Rose Julian
Rose Siah
Sandra Victor
Sidney Douglas Sr.
Tina Alexander
Tusilum (Ron George)
Wayne Florence

Our hands are raised to you. 
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CONTRIBUTORS

The people entrusted with these stories. 

TERRY GLAVIN

Narrative Contributor, St. Mary’s, The Legacy of an Indian Residential School

Terry Glavin is an award-winning journalist and author recognized for his work
on Indigenous history, social justice, and public policy. For St. Mary’s publication,
he contributed the narrative introduction and historical framing, situating
survivor testimonies within the broader history of residential schools and the
ongoing work of truth and reconciliation in Canada.
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PHILOMENA DOUGLAS FRASER (Lethéyx̱elwet)

Author, Mina: Memoirs of Her Granddaughter, Lethéyx̱ elwet, 2025
Interviewer, St. Mary’s: The Legacy of an Indian Residential School, 2023

Philomena Douglas Fraser, also known by her ancestral name Lethéyx̱ elwet, is
a respected Coast Salish Elder from the Cheam First Nation. She conducted
the survivor interviews for St. Mary’s publication, ensuring that testimonies
were gathered with cultural care, integrity, and lived understanding. In Mina,
she reflects on resilience, family lineage, and intergenerational experience,
offering insight grounded in community memory and personal truth.

ANN MOHS

Publisher, Longhouse Publishing

Ann Mohs is the founder of Longhouse Publishing and long-time steward of St.
Mary’s publication. Through her collaboration with the 24 Stó:lō Bands and  
Coqualeetza Cultural Education Centre, she has helped preserve and publish
stories rooted in community history. With over three decades of experience in
publishing and editing, she is dedicated to accuracy, collaboration, and
respectful remembrance.
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ARCHIVAL & INSTITUTIONAL 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

This publication was developed with the leadership and participation of
Survivors, Elders, clergy, and institutional partners who contributed testimony,
archival material, and historical context.

ARCHIVAL ACCESS

British Columbia Archives
Royal BC Museum

Mission Community Archives
Archives of the Sisters of Saint Ann
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CLERGY & INSTITUTIONAL PARTICIPANTS

Sister Mary Lucille
Sister Mary Norman

Father John Tritschler
Father Terence McNamara

Bishop Gary Gordon, Roman Catholic Diocese of Victoria
Archdiocese of Vancouver 

Roman Catholic Church of Canada (Ottawa)

We acknowledge the sensitivity of this work [St. Mary’s] and recognize that it may
affect readers in different ways. As you move through these stories and the history
they carry, we encourage you to approach them with care — for yourself and for
those whose experiences are shared here. It is our hope that greater understanding
may also bring reflection, dialogue, and healing.

Kevin Barlow
Indigenous Management Consultant (Mi’kmaw)

October 18, 2023
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Spuzzum First Nation fully supports this initiative… The book needs to be more
broadly available to both Indigenous and non-Indigenous people and
educational institutions across Canada.
— Chief James Hobart
Spuzzum First Nation

REVIEWS & ENDORSEMENTS

A key objective of the Truth & Reconciliation process is to learn about the history
of Residential Schools and the experiences of survivors.
— The Late Honourable Senator Murray Sinclair
Chair, Indian Residential Schools Truth and Reconciliation Commission (2009–2015)
Senator 2016-2021

This publication is especially important for public schools and libraries as a
resource for illuminating the history and truth of Residential Schools.
— Brenda Crabtree
Director, Aboriginal Programs
Emily Carr University of Art + Design

This book tells the story in a very readable format that includes the testimonials
of our Elders who were past students.
— Ernie Crey
Former Chief Councillor, Xwchíyò:m First Nation

The story of residential schools is a part of Canada’s history that needs to stay
alive for future generations.
— Phil Hall
Former Manager, Coqualeetza Cultural Education Centre

I am advocating for it to be introduced into the school curriculum across
Canada.
— The Late Eleanor Stephenson
Cheam First Nation Elder and former student of St. Mary’s
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USING THESE BOOKS IN YOUR SCHOOL,
LIBRARY, OR COMMUNITY

EDUCATIONAL & COMMUNITY USE

Curriculum Support
Both publications support classroom learning on Indigenous history, residential
schools, truth and reconciliation, and survivor experiences—the first-hand
testimonies in St. Mary’s offer primary-source perspectives that foster meaningful
dialogue and deeper historical understanding.

Community Learning
These books are well-suited for reading circles, community gatherings, library
programming, and intergenerational discussions. They provide space for
reflection, listening, and informed conversation.

Cultural Context & Testimony
The survivor interviews that form the heart of St. Mary’s were conducted by Coast
Salish Elder Philomena Douglas Fraser, herself a St. Mary’s student from 1948-1955,
ensuring the testimonies were gathered with care, trust, and cultural
understanding. Mina offers a personal narrative that complements the historical
record, reflecting lived experience, resilience, and continuity of culture.

EVENTS, READINGS & INQUIRIES

Book Readings & Talks
Readings, educational discussions, and community conversations may be
arranged upon request.

Bulk Orders
Special case pricing is available for schools, school districts, public and
university libraries, First Nations communities, cultural centres, government
departments, educational organizations, and community groups.

Media & Press Inquiries
For review copies, interviews, or additional information, please contact:
Longhouse Publishing
1-604-217-1478
longhousepublishing@telus.net
www.longhousepublishing.ca 8
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

What is St. Mary’s, The Legacy of an Indian Residential School?

St. Mary’s is a community-rooted historical publication documenting the lived
experiences of survivors who attended St. Mary’s Residential School in Mission,
British Columbia. The book includes first-hand testimonies, historical context, and
reflections that support education, truth-telling, and reconciliation.

What is Mina: Memoirs of Her Granddaughter, Lethéyx̱elwet?

Mina is a deeply personal memoir that reflects lived experience, resilience, cultural
continuity, and intergenerational memory. It offers an intimate narrative that
complements the historical record presented in St. Mary’s.

Are these books suitable for schools?

Both publications are well-suited for secondary and post-secondary classrooms.
They support curriculum related to:

• Indigenous history
• Residential Schools
• Truth and Reconciliation
• Canadian history
• Social justice and cultural studies

The survivor testimonies in St. Mary’s provide primary-source perspectives that
encourage meaningful dialogue and deeper historical understanding.

Are these books appropriate for public libraries?

These publications serve as valuable community resources for public libraries
seeking to expand their collections on Indigenous history and reconciliation. They
are accessible, well-documented, and rooted in authentic lived experience.

Are bulk orders available?

Special pricing is available for schools, school districts, libraries, First Nations
communities, cultural centres, bookstores, and educational organizations. Bulk
purchasing makes it easier for institutions to place these stories in classrooms,
libraries, and community spaces where they belong.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Who contributed to this work?

This publication was developed with the leadership and participation of Survivors,
Elders, community partners, clergy, and institutional contributors, including:

Survivors & Community Contributors

45 Former St. Mary’s Students
Philomena Douglas Fraser (Lethéyx̱elwet), Coast Salish Elder
Mission Indian Friendship Centre (2003)
Aboriginal Healing Foundation (Ottawa)
Terry Glavin, Narrative Contributor
Ann Mohs, Publisher, Longhouse Publishing

Clergy & Religious Institutions

Representatives of the Oblates of Mary Immaculate
The Sisters of Saint Ann
Sister Mary Lucille
Sister Mary Norman
Father John Tritschler
Father Terence McNamara
Bishop Gary Gordon, Roman Catholic Diocese of Victoria
Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Vancouver
Roman Catholic Church of Canada

Why is this work important now? 

Education plays a crucial role in reconciliation. As the Late Honourable Senator
Murray Sinclair stated, “a central objective of the Truth and Reconciliation process
is to ensure that Canadians learn the history of Residential Schools and the
experiences of survivors.” 

These publications help carry that responsibility forward.
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